
















































10. Code Enforcement vs. Permit Issuance Disparity

Issue: There have been more citations (177) than issued renovation permits (57), creating a 

perception of excessive enforcement. 

Proposed Solution: 

• Review citation policies to ensure enforcement is applied fairly and not discouraging

compliance.

• Consider policy revisions for penalties.

• Provide a grace period or warning system for residents before issuing citations.

• Offer workshops or guidance to help residents understand how to bring properties

into compliance without penalty.

Note: It is understood that FEMA mandates enforcement, and its manual requires officials 

to take action when violations are identified. However, given the extent of the devastation 

our residents have endured, implementing a grace period or warning system may be 

warranted. While the Town must demonstrate its enforcement efforts during a FEMA audit, 

it is worth considering whether penalty fees are necessary or if alternative compliance 

measures could be explored. 

We have not issued 177 citations and I never said we had. I said we are TRACKING 177 

POTENTIAL CODE COMPLIANCE CASES. 

We are 5 months post storm. The grace period is over. We are looking for the residents who 

fully restored their homes without a permit. Permit requirements and guidance have been 

clear from the beginning. One of the most asked questions is "What are you going to do 

about people who are already back in their homes and didn't get a permit?" 

We are going after them. We are charging 5x permit fees per Town ordinance. We are filing 

code compliance cases against them. We are making them remove work they've done. 
















